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Home Inspection

A home inspection is a visual assessment o f a house's physical structure and
mechanical systems, including the roof, ceilings, walls, floors, windows and
doors. The inspector will check that major appliances are functional, scrutinize
the heating and air-conditioning system, examine the plumbing and electrical
systems and may even poke around in the attic and basement. The goal of a
home inspection is t o uncover issucs with the home itself. Inspectors won't tell
youifyou're getting a good deal on the home or offer an opinion o n the sale
price. The home inspection happens after the seller has accepted your offer but
before the purchase is complete. To provide enough time for additional
inspections or for negotiations with the seller, you'll want t o schedule a home
inspection as soon as possible once you're under contract. You should allow at
least seven to 10 days in the home buying process to take care of the inspection.
As the buyer, it's on you t o hire the home inspector. Eveni f the seller offers to
share their home inspection report o r claims the house is pre-inspected, you'll
want to arrange your own inspection so you can vet the inspector yourself.
Home inspectors aren't federally regulated, and they're not even licensed in all
states.Seek recommendations from friends and colleagues, and search the
databases of professional associations, such as the American Society of Home
Inspectors and the International Association of Certified Home Inspectors




